
October 19, 2020
6:30 PM Via Zoom Webinar

Town of Rotterdam Comprehensive Plan Update

Virtual Public Meeting



Agenda

1. Webinar “How To”

2. Welcome and Roll Call

3. Project Update

4. Draft Vision and Goals

5. Draft Vision Map Discussion

6. Next Steps

7. Your Input and Questions

8. Public Comment:  Please email comments to 
RotterdamNYPlan@gmail.com

mailto:RotterdamNYPlan@gmail.com


Webinar Guide – How to Participate

 There will be several interactive polls throughout the 
presentation – please participate!

 We will break to address questions at the end of the 
presentation

 To ask questions:

 Utilize the “Q & A” function in your Zoom Webinar panel

 Use the “Raise Hand’ feature 

 Following the webinar, submit comments and questions to:  
RotterdamNYPlan@gmail.com

 A recording of the webinar will be posted on the project 
website at: www.RotterdamNYPlan.com/meetings

mailto:RotterdamNYPlan@gmail.com
http://www.rotterdamnyplan.com/meetings


Welcome and Roll Call

 Comprehensive Plan Advisory Committee
 Gregory Campoli
 Jonathon Tingley
 David Ahl
 Milan Jackson
 James Trigger
 Lynn Flansburg

 Town of Rotterdam
 Evan Christou, Deputy Supervisor
 Peter Comenzo, Senior Planner

 MJ Engineering (Consultant Team)
 Jackie Hakes, AICP, Director of Planning Services
 Andrew Gillcrist, Planner



Participant Poll

Participants asked to share thoughts 
through a live poll activity.



Project Update
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Task 1: Project Coordination

Task 2: Community Engagement Plan & Process

Task 3: Existing Conditions Inventory and Analysis

Task 4: Plan Vision and Goals

Task 5: First Draft Comprehensive Plan

Task 6: Final Draft Comprehensive Plan

Task 7: Adoption Assistance

Task

*Reflects an October 2019 start & includes the Town Board adoption process.  Schedule    

         Public Workshop (includes 1 Committee public hearing)

         Comprehensive Plan Committee Meetings (In Person)

         Pop-up Stations (3) 

         Stakeholder Meetings/Interviews

         Focus Group Meeting (3)

         Town Board Public Hearing (1)

NOTE:  Project schedule has 
shifted due to COVID-19



Project Update

 Existing Conditions Inventory and Analysis – In Progress

 Public Engagement – In Progress
 Stakeholder Meetings (8 held to date)
 Public Workshops (2 held)
 Public Virtual Webinar
 Pop-up stations (3 held)
 Online Community Survey (complete)
 Student generated survey (complete)

 Plan Vision and Goals – Complete

 Draft Comprehensive Plan Framework – Ongoing 



Participant Polls

Participants asked to share thoughts 
through a live poll activity.



Draft Vision   

The Town of Rotterdam is a thriving, friendly community of distinct neighborhoods 
that together create a desirable place to live, work and play. 

Locally owned businesses, walkable neighborhoods, excellent schools and vibrant 
commercial corridors as well as an active industrial area support a growing tax base, 
employment opportunities, and a high quality of life. 

At the crossroads of several major transportation routes, Rotterdam is accessible to and 
from major Capital Region destinations for employment, retail and institutions of higher 
education. 

Rotterdam enjoys a diversity of housing options.  From historic single-family 
neighborhoods to multi-family neighborhoods, there are housing choices to 
accommodate all generations.

Rotterdam is respectful of its rich history and natural resources prioritizing the health 
and well-being of its residents, visitors and the environment. 

Parks and recreational opportunities abound providing options for people of all ages to 
connect with nature and each other.



Draft Topic Areas   

 Neighborhoods and Housing

 Transportation and Mobility

 Economic Growth

 History, Culture and Education

 Natural Resources, Agriculture and the 
Environment

 Parks and Recreation

 Infrastructure and Governance



Draft Goals by Topic Area   

Neighborhoods and Housing
 Preserve and enhance the character 

and unique identity of existing 
neighborhoods and hamlets.

 Create places and activities to 
celebrate community.

 Maintain and enhance existing 
housing stock.

 Support housing options that are 
appropriately located, meet the needs 
of seniors and all generations and 
serve all incomes.



Draft Goals by Topic Area   

Transportation and Mobility
 Maintain a safe, reliable and 

efficient transportation system that 
provides multi-modal access to all 
residents and visitors.

 Enhance the walkability of historic 
hamlet areas and increase 
neighborhood connectivity.

 Improve accessibility of 
neighborhood commercial corridors 
by completing the street.



Draft Goals by Topic Area   

Economic Growth
 Promote investment and reinvestment 

to attract and retain local businesses 
and employment opportunities.

 Ensure that commercial growth occurs 
in a manner that maintains the 
character of the community while 
expanding the Town’s tax base and the 
availability of services to members of 
the community.

 Support and promote existing 
commercial and industrial areas.



Draft Goals by Topic Area   

History, Culture and Education
 Protect, enhance and promote historic 

and cultural resources of the Town for 
the enjoyment of community members 
and visitors.

 Expand opportunities for residents 
and visitors to experience history, arts 
and culture.

 Support and foster educational 
opportunities to ensure the success of 
future generations.



Draft Goals by Topic Area   

Natural Resources, 
Agriculture and the 
Environment
 Preserve and protect key 

natural resources and critical 
environmental areas including 
the Great Flats Aquifer.

 Preserve and protect farmland 
and support a local agricultural 
economy.



Draft Goals by Topic Area   

Parks and Recreation 
 Provide recreational 

opportunities that utilize the 
scenic and natural resources of 
the town.

 Provide a diversity of year-
round recreational 
opportunities for the 
enjoyment of all residents and 
visitors.



Draft Goals by Topic Area   

Infrastructure and Governance
 Ensure the availability of public facilities, 

infrastructure and emergency services that 
adequately serve the present and future needs of 
Rotterdam.



Participant Poll

Participants asked to share thoughts 
through a live poll activity.



Draft Vision Map Discussion  

What is a Vision Map?

• Visual representation of 
community vision

• Illustrates how the vision is 
applied to the built environment

• Provides framework and direction 
for decision making in the 
community



Draft Vision Map Discussion  

How was the map developed?

• Community input

• Stakeholder input

• CPAC discussions

• Review of previous planning 
documents

• Existing conditions evaluation



Draft Vision Map Discussion  

Reminder this is 
NOT:

• Zoning

• Parcel Specific



Draft Vision   

The Town of Rotterdam is a thriving, friendly community of distinct neighborhoods 
that together create a desirable place to live, work and play. 

Locally owned businesses, walkable neighborhoods, excellent schools and vibrant 
commercial corridors as well as an active industrial area support a growing tax base, 
employment opportunities, and a high quality of life. 

At the crossroads of several major transportation routes, Rotterdam is accessible to 
and from major Capital Region destinations for employment, retail and institutions of 
higher education. 

Rotterdam enjoys a diversity of housing options.  From historic single-family 
neighborhoods to multi-family neighborhoods, there are housing choices to 
accommodate all generations.

Rotterdam is respectful of its rich history and natural resources prioritizing the health 
and well-being of its residents, visitors and the environment. 

Parks and recreational opportunities abound providing options for people of all ages to 
connect with nature and each other.



Draft Vision Map Discussion  

Neighborhoods
Nodes & 
Connections



Draft Vision Map Discussion  

Mixed-Use Nodes

 Nodes of commercial activity in key 
locations and corridors

 Create vibrant and attractive destinations

 Live, shop, work and gather

 Promote mixed-use 
development/redevelopment

 Compact and walkable areas

 Consistent building design and streetscape

 Multi-modal transportation options



Draft Vision Map Discussion  

Mixed-Use Nodes
A. Carman Road – Hamburg 

Street Node
B. Hannaford Plaza Node 

(Altamont Avenue)
C. Curry Road – Altamont 

Avenue Node
D. Five Corners Node
E. Western Gateway Node
F. Via Port Mall Node



Draft Vision Map Discussion  

Corridor Improvements and 
Neighborhood Connections

 Improvements to key 
commercial/transportation 
corridors 

 Connections to 
neighborhoods 

Hamlet Center Mixed-Use 

Corridor Mixed-Use 



Draft Vision Map Discussion  

Corridor Improvements and 
Neighborhood Connections

 Hamlet Center Mixed-Use

 Rotterdam Junction area

 Small-scale mixed-use 
development and 
redevelopment

 Connections to 
neighborhoods and 
recreation areas

 Streetscape improvements

Hamlet Center 
Mixed-Use 



Draft Vision Map Discussion  

Corridor Improvements and Neighborhood Connections

 Corridor Mixed Use

 Key commercial and 
transportation corridors

 Promote mixed-use 
development/redevelopment
 Office/commercial/retail
 Higher density 

residential
 Infill 

 Consistent design and 
streetscape

 Promote multi-modal 
transportation options and 
connections to neighborhoods

Corridor 
Mixed-Use 



Draft Vision Map Discussion  

Key Regional Access

 Main access points 
to Town

 Easy access

 Opportunity for 
future employers 
and residents

 Marketing 
opportunity 

Key Regional 
Access Points



Draft Vision Map Discussion  

Maintain and Enhance 
Existing Character

 Neighborhoods and 
Connections

 Active Industrial Areas
 Rural, Agriculture and 

Natural Resources
 Parks and Recreation 

Areas



Draft Vision Map Discussion  

Maintain and Enhance 
Existing Character

 Enhance connections
 Promote economic 

development and support 
tax base

 Support agriculture and 
agribusiness

 Enhance existing and 
explore opportunities for 
recreation areas



Participant Polls

To access the live poll:

 Go to pollev.com/mjplanning518; or

 Text MJPlanning518 to 37607; or

 Take a photo of the QR code below:



Results:
• Ability to attract outside business

• Sidewalks and infrastructure

• The diverse zones in our town.

• The mixed used nodes

• The outline is good and I look forward to some of the smaller details, such as 
sidewalks

• Need town park for youth sports

• The fact that it is an outlined plan, as opposed to a scattered bunch of ideas.

• Multi modal options

• I find it helpful as an overview of current town layout but it's not clear to me what it 
proposes changing

• Regional access points

• Improved streetscapes, sidewalks, easier bike access and maybe some bike share



• I’d like to see a decent sized park that can be used without group sports going on around,  
possible for small kids or elderly population

• School locations?

• How does the map address traffic and congestion? There may not be enough ways to get 
from one place to another

• Widening Curry Road? Or decrease traffic?

• How does the vision influence the vision map that appears to show existing conditions?

• Maybe will be discussed later but would prefer more park development to include dog parks

• It would be nice to identify areas for some small pocket parks

• Could show connections to adjoining municipalities better

• Five Corners has not been addressed

• It seemed to propose increasing residential density; I'd prefer that not happen

• Increased residential density, areas feels very congested already. We don't need more 
apartment buildings in already major neighborhoods

Results:



Next Steps

 Revise Vision Map based on Public Input
 Webinar Q & A

 Online Vision Map Survey

 Prepare Draft Comprehensive Plan 

 CPAC Meeting #7 – October 29, 2020 (via Zoom)



Public Comment

 Rotterdam Vision Map Survey:
www.RotterdamNYPlan.com/Vision-Map-
Survey

 Email comments to 
RotterdamNYPlan@gmail.com

http://www.rotterdamnyplan.com/Vision-Map-Survey
mailto:RotterdamNYPlan@gmail.com


Questions & Answers

 To post a question, utilize the “Q & A” function in 
your Zoom Webinar panel

 Use the “Raise Hand’ feature to speak with panel



Thank You!

 For More Information Visit:

www.RotterdamNYPlan.com

 A recording of this webinar and the 
presentation will be available on the 
project website 

http://www.rotterdamnyplan.com/
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