Town of Rotterdam Comprehensive Plan Update
Vision Map Survey Summary
Survey Overview
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A thirteen (13) question survey was created and
distributed using Survey Monkey. The survey
opened on October 19, 2020 and remained open
until November 20, 2020. There were 368
responses received.
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As part of the public engagement component of the Town of Rotterdam Comprehensive Plan update, an
online community vision survey was developed. The purpose of the survey was to gather feedback from
community members, business owners and other stakeholders about the proposed draft Vision and
Vision Map. This feedback will help to shape
the Comprehensive Plan Update.
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The survey was made available on the project
website and shared via the Town’s website and
social media throughout the survey period.
Information and links to the survey were also
distributed during the survey period on flyers
which included a Quick Response (QR) code for
direct access to the survey on a smartphone or
tablet.

Data Limitations

The survey is one of several public engagement
activities to help identify needs and
opportunities in the Town of Rotterdam. The
responses to the survey are self-selecting and are not statistically valid. The survey alone cannot be used
to find the “answer” or “solution” but can assist in providing direction for the Comprehensive Plan
effort.

Survey Topic Areas
The survey was categorized into several topic areas to focus the questions. The survey topic areas
include Demographic and Background Information, Draft Vision, and Draft Vision Map.
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Demographic and Background Information
The first survey questions concerned basic demographic information, including the respondent’s home
zip code and age. This was used to determine the extent to which the survey has succeeded in capturing
a diverse group of respondents.

Draft Vision
This section provided the draft vision statement and asked respondents about their general support of
the draft vision and any additional thoughts they may have. A vision statement establishes the direction
of the community over the next 5, 10 or 20 years and forms the foundation of the comprehensive plan.
All the recommendations of the comprehensive plan aim to achieve the established vision.

Draft Vision Map
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This section asked respondents to identify their level of support on the proposed draft Vision Map. A
vision map is a visual representation of the community vision that illustrates how the vision is applied
to the built environment. The illustration provides a general framework and direction for decision
making in the community.

Survey Highlights

The following is a brief highlight of survey findings from each section of the survey. For a full summary
of findings see the attached survey questions and answers.

Demographic Information

D
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Question 1 (Q1) asked survey participants to enter their zip code. Understanding where responses are
originating is important. Of the 361 responses (7 skipped the question), 2 main zip code areas were
identified, the largest percentage (57%) was the 12306 zip code followed by 12303 with 37% The
remaining 4% of responses identified were 12304,12150, and 12056.

Question 2 (Q2) asked survey participants to indicate their age. The largest age group was the 35-44
year-old age group (35%). Of the 368 responses, 23% were in the 45-54 year-old age group, 13% were
in the 25-34 year-old age group, 12% were in the 55-64 year-old age group, and 9% were in the 65+
year-old age group. The remaining were in the 24 and under group totaling 7%.

Draft Vision

Question 3 (Q3) asked survey participants if they support the proposed draft Vision. The majority at
59% selected yes. Next, 29% stated they support some components of the draft Vision, followed by not
sure at 9% and no at 3%.
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Q3 Do you support the proposed draft Vision?
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Question 4 (Q4) asked survey participants to identify any additional thoughts or ideas about the
proposed Vision. Several comments indicated a need to include elements of diversity and inclusivity into
the draft vision statement.

Draft Vision Map

AF

The draft Vision Map focuses on the concept of neighborhoods, nodes and connections. This includes
the enhancement of neighborhoods, improvements to commercial centers and major transportation
corridors and the improvement of the connections between them. This section asked questions about
the support the responder had and any additional thoughts they may have for he key components of the
map.

D
R

The draft Vision Map includes four key components, including:
• Mixed-Use Nodes
• Corridor Improvements and Neighborhood Connections
• Key Regional Access
• Maintain and Enhance Existing Character

Mixed-Use Nodes
The Mixed-Use Nodes are nodes of commercial activity in key locations and corridors in the Town. The
intent of the Mixed-Use Nodes are to create vibrant and attractive destinations to live, shop, work and
gather that promote mixed-use development and redevelopment through the infill of vacant and
underutilized properties. These areas are intended to be compact and walkable in nature with a
consistent building design and streetscape with access multi-modal transportation options.

Question 5 (Q5) asked survey participants if they support the concept of Mixed-Use Nodes in the draft
Vision Map. The majority at 60% indicated that they support the concept of Mixed-Use Nodes . Next,
17% stated they somewhat support the concept of Mixed-Use Nodes. An additional 16% stated they have
no opinion and the remaining 7% said do not support the concept.
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Q5 Do you support the concept of Mixed-Use Nodes in the draft
Vision Map?
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Question 6 (Q6) asked survey participants to provide any additional throughs or comments related to
the Mixed-Use Nodes. Of the 26 people that responded, most provided supportive comments.
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Corridor Improvements and Neighborhood Connections
The Corridor Improvements and Neighborhood Connections component of the Vision Map are intended
to promote improvements to key commercial and transportation corridors with a focus on establishing
better pedestrian and vehicular connections to neighborhoods.
Question 7 (Q7) asked respondents if they support the concept of Improvements and Neighborhood
Connections in the draft Vision Map. The common answer was yes with 60% followed by 16% with no
opinion and 15% with somewhat support. Only a small percentage answered no (8%).

Q7 Do you support the concept of Corridor Improvements and
Neighborhood Connections in the draft Vision Map?
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Question 8 (Q8) asked survey participants to provide any additional throughs or comments related to
the Improvements and Neighborhood Connections. Of the 22 people that provided comments most were
supportive of the Corridor Improvements and Neighborhood Connections concept. Other comments
include the need for more detail about the concepts or were an indication of general needs in the
community.
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Key Regional Access
The Key Regional Access points are main access points to the Town which promote the accessibility of
the Town in the Capital Region and beyond. Enhancing regional connections and gateways creates a
sense of place and also creates opportunities to attract future business, industry, employers and
residents and provides an opportunity for marketing the Town.
Question 9 (Q9) asked survey participants if they support the concept of Key Regional Access in the
draft Vision Map. The majority (66%) answered yes, followed by no opinion at 16%, and somewhat
support at 13%. Only 4% stated they would not support the concept.

80%

T

Q9 Do you support the concept of Key Regional Access in the draft
Vision Map?
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40%

No

Question 10 (Q10) asked survey participants to provide any additional throughs or comments related
to the Key Regional Access. Of the 13 comments received several indicated the need for more information
about the concept. Other comments included general needs in the community.
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Maintain and Enhance Existing Character
Based on input from the public, stakeholders and the CPAC a key focus of the Comprehensive Plan
Update is on maintaining and enhancing existing areas in Town, such as existing neighborhoods, parks
and recreational opportunities, rural and agricultural lands and industrial areas. This includes
maintaining the existing character of these areas while promoting improvements and enhancements.
Improvements may include pedestrian enhancements, better connections from neighborhoods to
commercial areas, supporting agriculture and agricultural businesses and promoting economic
development in industrial areas.
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Question 11 (Q11) asked survey participants if they support the concept of Maintain and Enhance
Existing Character in the draft Vision Map. This concept had the most support with 76% stating yes and
only 2% stating no. The remaining responses were split with 11% each for somewhat and no opinion.

Q11 Do you support the concept of Maintain and Enhance Existing
Character in the draft Vision Map?
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Question 12 (Q12) asked survey participants to provide any additional throughs or comments related
to the Maintain and Enhance Existing Character. A total of 21 comments were received. A common
theme among respondents was that they would like to see the natural areas maintained and improved.
Other comments included the need for more detail about the concepts or were an indication of general
needs in the community.
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Question 13 (Q13) was an open ended and asked survey participants to provide any additional thoughts,
ideas or comments related to the proposed draft Vision Map. A total of 31 people provided a response
to this question. Many of the comments received are an indication of general needs and challenges of
the Town. Some respondents indicated a need for more detail to better understand the concepts.
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Town of Rotterdam Vision Survey

Q1 Please enter your zip code.
Answered: 361

Skipped: 7

RESPONSES

Name

0.00%

0

Company

0.00%

0

Address

0.00%

0

Address 2

0.00%

0

City/Town

0.00%

0

State/Province

0.00%

0

T

ANSWER CHOICES

100.00%

ZIP/Postal Code
Country

Phone Number
#

NAME

0.00%

0

0.00%

0

AF

Email Address

0.00%

0

DATE

There are no responses.
#

COMPANY

DATE

There are no responses.
#

ADDRESS

DATE
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There are no responses.

#

ADDRESS 2

DATE

There are no responses.

#

CITY/TOWN

DATE

There are no responses.

#

STATE/PROVINCE

DATE

There are no responses.
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361

Town of Rotterdam Vision Survey

Q2 Please indicate your age.
Answered: 368

Skipped: 0
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55-64
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45-54
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11.68%
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65+

9.24%
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Under 18
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18-24

TOTAL
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Town of Rotterdam Vision Survey

Q3 Do you support the proposed draft Vision?
Answered: 307

Skipped: 61
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Not Sure
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182

2.61%
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28.99%

89

9.12%

28
307

Town of Rotterdam Vision Survey

Q4 Please identify any additional thoughts or ideas about the proposed
Vision.
Skipped: 303
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Answered: 65
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Town of Rotterdam Vision Survey
RESPONSES

DATE

1

None

11/18/2020 7:31 PM

2

I agree with the Vision; but this is visionary and highly unlikely to achieve without a major
overhaul.

11/18/2020 3:19 PM

3

Descriptors are misleading, I.e. “excellent” schools, “vibrant” commercial corridors. Let’s be
honest and not misleading.

11/18/2020 1:27 PM

4

Rotterdam is seeing increased crime rates in recent years. Burglary and theft. Neighborhoods
bordering surrounding communities such as Schenectady do not feel as safe as they used to
be.

11/18/2020 12:17 AM

5

We need a town indoor basketball court

11/17/2020 6:57 PM

6

Stop building apartments everywhere.

11/17/2020 4:13 PM

7

That there are farms and large undeveloped areas where nature flourishes.

11/17/2020 3:55 PM

8

I would not support continuing to expand multi-family housing/neighborhoods or eroding the
current sense of neighborhood with expanding commercial space at the cost of residential
space.

11/17/2020 3:51 PM

9

We have to watch out for the elderly Heath

11/17/2020 11:55 AM

10

None of the draft vision is correct. Our town board members especially the supervisor only
does what he wants and doesn't care about the town

11

The parks are lackluster at best and there are limited recreational activities for children not
involved in organized sport.

11/17/2020 10:56 AM

12

parks and recreation abound

11/17/2020 10:26 AM

13

Our parks are behind other communities. Travel to other towns to use their parks

11/17/2020 10:16 AM

14

Need walkable sidewalks on busy roads such as Curry by Guilderland.

11/17/2020 10:13 AM

15

Most neighborhoods are not walkable. There are minimal employment opportunities that pay
enough to live. Too many apartments are being built as well as too many over priced homes.

11/17/2020 10:03 AM

16

I’m not sure I’d use the word “thriving” to describe Rotterdam. Lots of infrastructure problems,
school budget cuts, next to no police presence...

11/17/2020 9:45 AM

17

Less apartments

11/17/2020 9:26 AM

18

No more apartment complexes. For many reasons. Ex: traffic, water breaks, quality of people
homeowner vs renter.

11/17/2020 8:46 AM

19

Starting to put up to many apartments in to small of a town, town cannot support heavier traffic

11/16/2020 7:04 PM

20

It’s unrealistic vision-make it something more attainable

11/16/2020 6:51 PM

21

Statements about safety and inclusive should be more prominent

11/16/2020 5:55 PM

22

none

11/16/2020 5:27 PM

23

Slow down on so many apartment complexes, need steady residents no constantly changing
ones

11/16/2020 11:45 AM

24

Well written and concise.

11/16/2020 11:32 AM

25

I wish Rotterdam was all those things but the reality is our town does not. I am excited to see
the visions but I cannot afford any tax increase or iI will have to move.

11/16/2020 9:20 AM

26

We are losing our natural areas to over-development of apartment buildings

11/16/2020 7:34 AM

27

I think if we could impose all yard to be upkept to a certain standard it would help immensely.
But yes I believe that Rotterdam is beautiful in it self already and my son attends Bradt
Primary I see that school as the best there is.

11/16/2020 5:45 AM

28

Not sure how we are thriving.

11/15/2020 10:25 PM
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11/17/2020 11:13 AM

Town of Rotterdam Vision Survey
May we include a statement about diversity? Something about Rotterdam becoming
increasingly diverse (race, religion, orientation etc.) and welcoming all people.

11/15/2020 8:59 PM

30

Rotterdam needs to enforce codes and requirements because as you drive down Altamont
Avenue or Curry Road it looks like a dump making it not an attractive place. You drive down
Union Street and it looks totally different. Why doesn’t Rotterdam take action??

11/15/2020 7:07 PM

31

I’m not a big fan of multi housing here in Rotterdam.

11/15/2020 5:15 PM

32

seawer projects to be finished

11/15/2020 11:07 AM

33

Too many senior living apartments. Rotterdam's population is getting younger.

11/14/2020 5:20 PM

34

I’d like focus to be on parks and rec. nice park with a pond and nice playground equipment and
walking areas. Picnic tables, etc. community pool, focus on green initiatives.

11/14/2020 2:02 PM

35

While we have several pocket parks. None of them are really "special" nor well kept.

11/14/2020 12:41 PM

36

The vision is good. A solid plan to achieve it is better.

11/14/2020 10:03 AM

37

I feel we need less banks and liquor stores and put up recreational things for our children to do.
It will create money as well as give them a place to go. Also maybe create a bike/skate park
where the kids that like to ride their bikes could go to do tricks and things. Let’s think of the
younger generation as well the older generation as they are our future.

11/14/2020 8:52 AM

38

It is not specific about the plans for the town. This oils just a feel good fluff statement that fails
to inform anyone as to the plans of the town to distort the lines between residential and
commercial properties.

11/14/2020 7:50 AM

39

Would love to see an inclusivity statement regarding accepting residents and citizens of all
races, religion, sexual orientation, gender, etc.

11/14/2020 5:48 AM

40

Not a fan of all the apartment complexes. They are a big part of all the water main breaks. Our
water system wasn't built for this much usage.

11/14/2020 5:27 AM

41

Needs affordable housing for lower income

11/13/2020 10:15 PM

42

More details would be helpful.

11/13/2020 10:06 PM

43

With Rotterdam being "at the crossroads of major transportation routes" of the capital region, it
also provides safe, warm, and diverse neighborhoods that are quietly tucked away and full of
growing families of all generations.

11/13/2020 8:36 PM
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29

44

Rotterdam has become more unsafe and less desirable in recent years

11/13/2020 8:11 PM

45

Preferred more single family homes than multi-family homes.

11/13/2020 7:02 PM

46

We don’t have a lot of locally owned businesses along with commercial corridors. We lack in
overall businesses.

11/13/2020 6:58 PM

47

There is no future vision mentioned in the draft vision statement, just statements about the
town. Sounds like an advertisement.

11/13/2020 6:32 PM

48

Rotterdam must strive to be a more inclusive diverse area. Neighborhoods Influence Families
Well being and long term success. The town of Rotterdam does not actively address and work
to eliminate housing discrimination. Over the years Several apartment complexes have been
built in the town of Rotterdam and are continuing to be built, without an inclusionary
development policy. Rotterdam should require at least 13% of units in any new development to
be deeded affordable. Rotterdam Does Not enjoy nor offer a diversity of housing options.

11/13/2020 6:20 PM

49

Don’t want the multi family diverse housing.

11/13/2020 5:52 PM

50

In regards to commercial corridors I wish more internet services or providers were available
especially in this covid times.

11/13/2020 4:32 PM

51

Do something with the old country inn at the circle

11/13/2020 4:30 PM

52

Overall I think this vision is good, albeit long. The unfortunate glaring omission was diversity.
Diversity of housing and age was included but diversity of people was omitted. While we are
not a racially diverse community at 90% white, I think we should definitely include a piece of
equality, being supportive of diversity of race and religion as well. I think this is extremely
important to include going forward

11/13/2020 4:24 PM
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Town of Rotterdam Vision Survey
There is no mention of diversity of actual citizens, just diversity in terms of age. There should
be mention of being welcoming to residents of all backgrounds and abilities.

11/13/2020 3:47 PM

54

It sounds like an ad to get more people to come live here. Our roads cannot handle the
population it already has. The main road that runs from one end of town to the other is two
lanes and always has traffic jams.

11/13/2020 3:46 PM

55

Really want walkable neighborhoods

11/13/2020 3:39 PM

56

more things for our town youth to do. Lights on the Little League Fields.

11/13/2020 3:38 PM

57

The issue is the locations of the parks and recreational opportunities all seem to be in one part
of town rather than throughout the town. Second, some of the opportunities are extremely
limited in availability because of the parking or lack of due to signage.

11/13/2020 5:02 AM

58

Roadway needs to be fixed along Duanesburg Road all the way from Pilot to 5 corners. So
many trucks and traffic. Perhaps widen the road and make it 2 lanes each direction. Also less
apartments

11/12/2020 8:04 PM

59

There are not enough parks in town. We are also lacking one big park like other communities
have.

11/12/2020 7:03 PM

60

It would be nice to see something that addresses Rotterdam's openness to cultural and
population diversity. Some examples of how the growth of the town addresses human rights
and needs of its residents, including people with disabilities. How are human rights being
addressed in the town? How are the protocols and systems accommodating human needs with
dignity for all? Some of the sidewalks, or lack there of, in this town do not allow for people to
safely walk to work from this town into downtown Schenectady if they choose. I'm specifically
thinking of the Burdeck St, North Thompson St, N. Campbell Rd, and Princetown Rd. It would
up the quality of life for many for the option to walk into Schenectady safely for work, school,
and leisure. Specifically speaking about the area around Jefferson school into North Thompson
St, some of those roadways are too dangerous to allow our children to walk safely to school on
or from North Thompson St. Some of the roadways are a bit challenging for younger kids to
safely navigate without crosswalks and traffic lights to help the flow of pedestrians. Rotterdam
is a lovely place to live, despite the water main break challenges and communication issues
that have occured from the municipalities. How will these be addressed moving forward?

11/12/2020 11:50 AM

61

Parks and recreational areas need some drastic improvement when you compare us to say
Guilderland and Glenville.

11/9/2020 5:02 PM
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53

62

The vision should include a property tax (town and school) rates that are reasonable.
Presently, the tax rates within the Schalmont district are ridiculously high, and unaffordable for
citizens of modest means.

11/8/2020 3:43 PM

63

This Vision would be great ... IF ... it were actually True. I would support it if these are the
goals and if the town leadership and residents are actually committed to achieving the vision.

10/21/2020 11:37 PM

64

"Respectful" of history, yes, but preservation of it has never been incorporated into zoning
policy. We've lost a lot. Parks and rec need to be promoted more.

10/20/2020 12:44 PM

65

Could we include/address infrastructure and plan growth being mindful of climate change?

10/19/2020 6:40 PM
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Q5 Do you support the concept of Mixed-Use Nodes in the draft Vision
Map?
Answered: 242

Skipped: 126

Yes
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No opinion
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Somewhat
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TOTAL
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242

Town of Rotterdam Vision Survey

Q6 Please provide any additional throughs or comments related to the
Mixed-Use Nodes.
Skipped: 342
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Answered: 26
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Town of Rotterdam Vision Survey
RESPONSES

DATE

1

None

11/18/2020 7:33 PM

2

I hope the areas don’t get too congested.

11/17/2020 3:57 PM

3

I do not support the commercialization of residential neighborhoods eroding at the sense of
community.

11/17/2020 3:55 PM

4

Again the town board is NOT doing what's in the best interest of the people of the town. They
do NOT accept town resident's input in what they do.

11/17/2020 11:15 AM

5

Elaboration on"node" is necessary. Living at 5 corners, I do not consider it walkable as an
adult, and the current commerce is quite limited

11/17/2020 11:01 AM

6

Curry Road and Altamont Ave is difficult to travel. The five corners area is very run down and
difficult to travel.

11/17/2020 10:06 AM

7

I dont understand

11/17/2020 8:48 AM

8

5 Corners is a traffic nightmare.

11/16/2020 8:37 PM

9

none

11/16/2020 5:30 PM

10

Would want to ensure that current businesses would not be affected. Also to ensure continued
economic growth to further support the tax base to alleviate property tax increased & assist in
school funding.

11/16/2020 12:47 PM

11

Have to be careful with traffic patterns and increases in traffic due to many areas of town have
no ability to expand lanes to accommodate increases .

11/16/2020 11:49 AM

12

These make access to commercial and industrial areas convenient for residents.

11/16/2020 11:36 AM

13

What about helderburg ave traffic being stop from people trying to get into Dukon- ridiculous
Also, with the increase of traffic turning onto Helderburg is awful and was to long- this issues
need to be addressed

11/16/2020 9:22 AM

14

Need to incorporate more commercialized businesses on Carmen Rd.

11/14/2020 10:39 AM

15

You need to stop attempting to mix commercial and residential areas. These nodes are
useless if the neighborhoods the adjoin are left as they are.

11/14/2020 7:55 AM

16

The town needs to utilize the empty space already in town and stop expanding. We have or
had a great town already and are losing that feeling

11/14/2020 5:31 AM

17

I don't know if this is possible in Hannaford Plaza and Altamont Avenue without first
addressing safety concerns.

11/13/2020 8:15 PM

18

Is the town planning to segregate these mixed use nodes and therefore give certain nodes
more improvements over others?

11/13/2020 6:36 PM

19

Will bring trouble

11/13/2020 5:58 PM

20

These mixed Use Nodes currently do not provide much variety in the retail or eateries that are
available.

11/13/2020 4:23 PM

21

We live in Westmere. I don’t think we are allowed to comment or vote on this

11/13/2020 3:52 PM

22

The town needs to bring in more businesses to offset the increasing taxes and avoid more
apartments

11/13/2020 3:40 PM

23

no clue what this shit is

11/13/2020 3:38 PM

24

ViaPort node needs a lot of work and attention. Opportunity there to attract new businesses
and utilize the area.

11/12/2020 8:31 PM

25

Not really sure how to read that map.

11/12/2020 11:54 AM

26

It looks reasonable but why is development always compressed into East Rotterdam. It's
becoming part of the city landscape.

10/20/2020 12:50 PM
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Town of Rotterdam Vision Survey

Q7 Do you support the concept of Corridor Improvements and
Neighborhood Connections in the draft Vision Map?
Answered: 220

Skipped: 148
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220

Town of Rotterdam Vision Survey

Q8 Please provide any additional throughs or comments related to the
concept of Corridor Improvements and Neighborhood Connections.
Skipped: 346
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Answered: 22
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Town of Rotterdam Vision Survey
RESPONSES

DATE

1

None

11/18/2020 7:33 PM

2

Sidewalks in the 5 corners area would be wonderful and allow more pedestrian access to
restaurants, parks, and shopping

11/18/2020 4:03 AM

3

Higher density residential environments and increased commercial activities decrease the
sense of community and neighborhood.

11/17/2020 3:57 PM

4

more details need to be provided on the exact improvements/connections to be made before I
can give my opinion

11/17/2020 12:55 PM

5

See my previous comments

11/17/2020 11:16 AM

6

Additional commerce is essential, too much money leaves the area to purchase essentials

11/17/2020 11:03 AM

7

Please stop building more banks, pharmacies, auto parts stores in our neighborhoods.

11/17/2020 10:07 AM

8

none

11/16/2020 5:30 PM

9

Could possibly be expanded.

11/16/2020 12:48 PM

10

Neighborhoods need to stay neighborhoods not putting big businesses into what is already an
established neighborhood.

11/16/2020 11:53 AM

11

I do not want an apartment complex built on the corner of High Bridge Road and Peter Road. It
is already difficult to get in High Bridge Rd now

11/16/2020 9:24 AM

12

I think you’re using vague language so that residents “think” they like it while you’re actually
not giving any details. It’s politician-speak. We do not need any more apartments and exactly
how much money is going to be spent in Rotterdam Junction? That area has residents who
need there infrastructure maintained for sure, but it brings in little revenue and that needs to be
balanced with the needs of higher population areas in Rotterdam

11/16/2020 7:40 AM

13

I support this pending the housing is not that which supports low income housing initiatives.

11/14/2020 4:06 PM

14

Rotterdam has too many assets available to the city of schenectady making it unappealing to
Rotterdam residents. So we go to Niskayuna

11/14/2020 12:47 PM

15

We do not need any more office or retail. We have a mall not being used

11/14/2020 5:33 AM

16

I don't support bringing any additional public transportation in to provide 'neighborhood
connections'. It will further clog up traffic patterns in some already congested areas. Bring in
more family-based businesses and businesses that are attractive to the working families in the
area will be key.

11/13/2020 8:50 PM

17

I would need more details on this

11/13/2020 8:20 PM

18

Will this mean only certain areas of the town will be given funding for improvements but not
other areas? We are one town let's keep it that way

11/13/2020 6:39 PM

19

Roads are way too crowded with traffic along Rt. 7 from PIlot Truckstop to 5 corners and then
from Curry Road on. I, and others try to avoid these areas as much as I can. I think widening
Rt. 7 to 4 lane highway is in order.

11/12/2020 8:06 PM

20

No more apartment complexes. They are ruining this town. People that rent don’t take any
pride in their community like people who own property.

11/12/2020 7:07 PM

21

Not sure how to read the map.

11/12/2020 11:56 AM

22

Mixed use led itself to walkable neighborhoods and residential and certain commercial uses.

11/9/2020 5:07 PM
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Q9 Do you support the concept of Key Regional Access in the draft Vision
Map?
Answered: 201

Skipped: 167
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Q10 Please provide any additional throughs or comments related to Key
Regional Access.
Answered: 13

Skipped: 355

RESPONSES

DATE

1

None

11/18/2020 7:34 PM

2

I do not support increasing traffic and noise in a residential neighborhood. It isn't the reason
that I purchased my home outside the city of Schenectady and Albany.

11/17/2020 3:59 PM

3

again, please provide more details of the concept so I can make an informed opinion

11/17/2020 12:57 PM

4

see my previous comments

11/17/2020 11:16 AM

5

The meaning of "Key Regional Access" is unclear. I can't imagine what kind of tourism hotspot
would be planned at those locations on the map, other than the Mabee farm

11/17/2020 11:05 AM

6

Travelling in Rotterdam is awful. What are you going to do to ease traffic congestion?

11/17/2020 10:08 AM

7

none

11/16/2020 5:30 PM

8

Again, very vague! No details = lots of wasted tax money

11/16/2020 7:41 AM

9

Again, I would need more detail on this

11/13/2020 8:21 PM

10

This language doesn't resonnate with me. Seems too high level.

11/13/2020 5:34 PM

11

These areas could attract larger scale commercial developers, provided there is the proper
infrastructure to support this type of development.

11/9/2020 5:10 PM

12

I believe we are missing Key Regional Access points at Guilderland Ave (both north to schdy
and south to Rt 20), Campbell Ave to Schenectady, Carman Road to Guilderland, Highbridge to
890....

10/20/2020 4:49 PM

13

Someone needs to remind Schenectady that Kings Rd and Highbridge Rd are not regional
access points. This is the wording they use in their planning documents. (Ref the Kings Rd
bridge replacement project). They should be promoting Rt 7 and 890 instead of crippling
residential roads.

10/20/2020 12:57 PM
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Q11 Do you support the concept of Maintain and Enhance Existing
Character in the draft Vision Map?
Answered: 195

Skipped: 173
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Q12 Please provide any additional throughs or comments related to the
concept of Maintain and Enhance Existing Character.
Answered: 21

Skipped: 347

RESPONSES

DATE

1

None

11/18/2020 7:34 PM

2

We need a dog park !!

11/17/2020 10:27 PM

3

Increasing/enhancing parks in Rotterdam is a positive thing. Although increasing traffic and I
imagine pedestrian enhancements include sidewalks, change and erode the current positives
of the neighborhoods.

11/17/2020 4:02 PM

4

again, need details

11/17/2020 12:58 PM

5

see my previous comments

6

I don't see how the map relates to this question

7

for progress and growth , some change to character may be necessary

11/17/2020 10:33 AM

8

We constantly have cars/trucks and dirt bikes speeding down our road. We have a young
daughter at home that wants to be able to play outside. It is not safe and nothing is being done
about it. Central Ave, leading into the shereen neighborhood

11/17/2020 10:25 AM

9

We need more: Rural, Agriculture & Natural Resources, Parks and Recreation Areas We need
less: Active Industrial Areas

11/17/2020 10:09 AM

10

none

11/16/2020 5:30 PM

11

Please add a dog park.

11/16/2020 5:10 PM

12

What about infrastructure? I think that needs to be improved as well.

11/16/2020 11:38 AM

13

There are NO details here! The public is being asked to agree to what exactly? As a homeowner who pays taxes I don’t want large amounts of money wasted on side-walk plans, or bike
lanes, as other towns have done. Be realistic that many people don’t get out and about on their
legs these days, they’re in vehicles. Let’s maintain roads

11/16/2020 7:43 AM

14

While I support this map, it certainly doesn't mean we need more apparltments raised

11/14/2020 12:49 PM

15

I'm not sure where this suggestion would be appropriate but a dog park would be nice.

11/13/2020 10:14 PM

16

Do not reduce wooded and natural areas in the process

11/13/2020 9:52 PM

17

Yes! We moved to Rotterdam from very small towns in the country (Northern Dutchess/
Columbia Counties). We fell in love with Rotterdam because we could pull into our
neighborhood and feel a sense of safety, peace, and comfort, yet we have the luxury of a 5
minute trip to the grocery store or a walk to the park. What I wish we had was some more say
over our residential agricultural choices. Everyone in the town hall knows how many new
residents come in asking about having chickens. We should have the right to build our own
self sustainable lifestyle in our little backyards, as long as it's done respectfully and
responsibly - especially when we are living in some crazy times.

11/13/2020 9:03 PM

18

I don't see Memorial Park depicted on this map.

11/13/2020 6:34 PM

19

Empty commercial lots need attention. The areas that stick out to me is the old Cumberland
Farms on Ft Hunter and Curry, the bright orange new business across the street on Curry and
the adjacent garages. Also the old CVS on 5 Corners.

11/13/2020 4:32 PM

20

We could use a sports facility in our area

11/12/2020 7:38 PM

21

This was supposed to part of the last zoning policy, but zoning change applications are still out
of control. Make a plan that can be followed, not manipulated.

10/20/2020 1:00 PM

T

#

11/17/2020 11:17 AM

D
R

AF

11/17/2020 11:07 AM

27 / 30

Town of Rotterdam Vision Survey

Q13 Please note any additional thoughts, ideas or comments related to the
proposed draft Vision Map.
Skipped: 337
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RESPONSES

DATE

1

None

11/18/2020 7:34 PM

2

You should find a spot for a town park

11/18/2020 12:37 PM

3

Indoor basketball court.

11/17/2020 6:59 PM

4

I think it’s very important to preserve open space and natural features. I would also like to see
more historic markers so the history of Rotterdam becomes known to more of its residents.

11/17/2020 4:00 PM

5

Get rid of Tomasone and his buddy Crsitou

11/17/2020 11:17 AM

6

I think this survey is difficult to understand, I am educated,and in State service, but I'm not on
a RPB. This will be over many residents heads.

11/17/2020 11:09 AM

7

We would appreciate help with keeping speeding traffic down. Better monitoring; Catch the
speeding dirt bikes that drag race down our street; maybe put up some children at play signs;
lower the speed limit; even add in speed bumps

11/17/2020 10:27 AM

8

Need walkable sidewalks on Curry Rd.

11/17/2020 10:15 AM

9

Please do not move us to metered water. Please focus on improving traffic.

11/17/2020 10:09 AM

10

n/a

11/17/2020 10:03 AM

11

Make Curry Road safer for people walking or riding bikes.

11/16/2020 9:34 PM

12

Rotterdam needs an updated look as far as roads and infrastructure, but this town dont need to
be over crowded with apartment complexs, keep some trees around

11/16/2020 7:09 PM

13

Need a grocery store closer to the west side in the area near the Pilot station. Even the
closest grocery stores take 15 min to get to due to traffic and congestion.

11/16/2020 5:22 PM

14

Need sidewalks from neighborhoods to schools to keep our children safe when walking to and
from school. Many main roads only have sidewalks on parts and not entire length so middle
and high school students have to walk in busy roads or in lawns due to lack of sidewalks all
the way down such as heldeburg ave sidewalk stops at old bus garage.

11/16/2020 11:58 AM

15

Good idea overall! I just think focusing on improving the current state of the town should be the
top priority.

11/16/2020 11:39 AM

16

This “plan” has no plan in it. It is vague and overly wordy for most citizens to wade through,
although I fear that was the plan. This project needs to be made known among the residents
so that they can actually tell you what their communities need. TV exposure would be helpful.

11/16/2020 7:45 AM

17

Would like to see Rotterdam's town parks get a nice makeover. Better sidewalks. Stop opening
unneeded businesses (ie. banks). Some more restaurants would be nice.

11/14/2020 5:24 PM

18

The town needs to work with the school district in order to ensure an effective and safe
environment that supports the culture of education and success. Quality housing and business
initiatives will help to make this connection seamless.

11/14/2020 4:08 PM

19

Nicer welcome signs would be nice.

11/14/2020 2:06 PM

20

Rotterdam is becoming very congested. There needs to be less development of natural and
wooded areas.

11/13/2020 9:54 PM

21

Please consider increasing walkability near the schools, including exploring having crossing
guards available before/after school.

11/13/2020 8:52 PM

22

This survey was fairly confusing and very general. It did not provide much information other
than concepts. Which may have been the only purpose. I think more issues need to be
addressed in the town prior to these things happening.

11/13/2020 8:23 PM

23

More residential is preferred. Family based neighborhoods are becoming a thing of the past.

11/13/2020 7:15 PM

24

Access to our neighbors brings crime.

11/13/2020 6:01 PM

25

It would be nice if we had a nice/special town park. We have a lot of quiet pocket parks but
what about a park that has a pool or skate park or one with notable playground equipment. All

11/13/2020 4:35 PM
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of the parks have a single little piece of equipment. So much more could be done with Juracka
Park. It was a lot of unused space.
I would like to understand if the infrastructure like sewers are on the plan for the 5 corners area
west is on the radar. It seems some areas have sewers and others do not which is a large
issue with resale values of homes.

11/13/2020 5:07 AM

27

1) Widen Rt. 7 to 4 lanes to alleviate traffic from Princetown town line to 5 corners 2) Stop
building apartment buildings everywhere. 3) We need a grocery store and Walmart Supercenter
in town, perhaps in the area of the ViaPort Mall or across from Schalmont.

11/12/2020 8:09 PM

28

we need a grocery store and other shopping in via port mall. there are too few places to shop
besides grocery stores or walmart in the town.

11/12/2020 2:39 PM

29

Development in all areas of the town need to be carefully considered before re-zoning and
approvals are granted. Shovel ready sites with zoning already in place would greatly enhance
this process.

11/9/2020 5:15 PM

30

Please try to maintain the single-family residence nature of Guilderland Avenue from the
Thruway to County Line Road

10/21/2020 11:42 PM

31

Concepts are good overall but the devil is in the details. Waiting for more to get excited for the
long term. Thank you for your work on this! Long overdue and appreciated.

10/20/2020 1:04 PM
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